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WEST FARLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WEST FARLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD ON MONDAY 20th JULY 2026 IN BRAMLEY BARN 
 

PRESENT:     Cllrs J Morgan, M Moy, G Underdown, H Kirk-Brown, J Wilson, S Birchall and Mrs A Broadhurst, 
Clerk 

 4 members of public 
 
Public Discussion 
The following items were raised: 

• Funding for the Tommy Statues engraving. 

• KCC verges in a poor state in Kettle Lane, Charlton Lane/Lower Road junction and the Lower Road layby. 

• Sign for the play area on the verge of The Green is at a precarious angle.  It was noted that this had 
previously been reported to KCC, however they had stated that no further action was required.   

   ACTION: Clerk 

• Hedge in Charlton Lane, by Park Cottage, obstructing the road.                    ACTION:  Clerk 

• Rookery Row paved area overgrown.       ACTION: Clerk  

• Concerns regarding overgrown verge along Lower Road.  This has been reported and East Farleigh Parish 
Council have also contacted Kent Highways.  Clerk will chase.                   ACTION: Clerk 

• Teston Lane, both sides of bridge, vegetation affecting sight line for drivers.               ACTION: Clerk 
 

1. Apologies 
Borough Cllr Kehily 
 

2. Councillor Declarations 
No interests were declared. 
 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th May 2026 
The Minutes of the meeting had been previously distributed. Cllr Kirk-Brown proposed that they were a true 
record, seconded by Cllr Moy; with all in favour.  The Chair signed off the official copy. 

4. Notification to be Received for Intent to Film, Photograph or Record any Items on the Agenda 
The Clerk notified all present that she was recording the meeting. 

   
5.    FINANCE 
5.1     Budget Monitoring Report to 30th June 2026   

   The Budget Monitoring Report was noted. 
 

5.2     Income Since Last Meeting  
MBC – Parish Service Scheme (1st Payment)    £   433.00 

 
5.3 Payments Since Last Meeting 

   It was proposed by Cllr Morgan to approve the following transactions, seconded by Cllr Kirk-Brown; with all in 
favour. 
 
Cheques 
No cheques 
 
Internet Payments 
HM Revenue & Customs – PAYE      £1,185.22 
Safeplay PS LTD – Monthly Safety Inspection (April)   £      65.40 
The Play Inspection Co – Play Area Annual Inspection   £    150.00 
Safeplay PS LTD – Monthly Safety Inspection (May)   £      65.40 
KALC – Chairman’s Conference (2025/26 booking)    £      84.00 
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Dandelion Time – Room Hire      £     25.00 
Safeplay PS LTD – Monthly Safety Inspection (June)   £     65.40 
Mrs A Broadhurst – Salary owed      £   786.12 
Harrietsham Parish Council – Share of Clerk’s SLCC Membership  £   144.81 
Wellers Law Group – Land Transfer Fees (part payment)   £3,720.00 
Mrs A Broadhurst – Expenses (Course, Mileage)    £     84.29 
Waveney IT – Website Domain Annual Renewal    £   144.00 

   

Standing Order 
Mrs A Broadhurst – June Salary  (£183.98 owed)   £    760.00 
Mrs A Broadhurst – July Salary  (£183.98 owed)   £    760.00 
 
Direct Debits: 
People’s Pension – Monthly Payment (June)    £    225.50 
People’s Pension – Monthly Payment (July)    £    225.50 
Waveney IT Support Services – Email Accounts & Remote Support (June) £      95.40 
Waveney IT Support Services – Email Accounts & Remote Support (July) £      95.40  
Information Commissioner’s Office – Data Protection Annual Fee  £      47.00 
 

6. RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
6.1 Transfer of the Village Green to the Parish Council  

The Clerk updated Councillors on the progress of the land transfer.  The Surveyor for MBC had been in contact to 
discuss the Heads of Terms for the transfer and confirmed that MBC’s costs would be approximately £3,550 
(excluding VAT and disbursements): 

• Preparing title pack (comprised of registered title and documents noted on title): £100 
• Transfer of whole: £750 
• Surveyor: £700 
• Overage deed: £1,750 - £2,000 

Wellers Law Group subsequently confirmed that they would act on the Parish Council’s behalf at a cost of £2,500 
(+VAT), amounting to an approximate total cost of £6,050.00 (+ vat).   The necessary documentation had been 
returned to MBC and the Clerk had been made aware that MBC had placed a notice in the KM to announce the 
forthcoming disposal of the Green.  The Clerk reported that Wellers require to hold the funds in the Parish 
Council’s client account to make payment to MBC’s solicitor as invoices are received.  Councillors confirmed that 
the Clerk should transfer £3,720.00 as requested to avoid any delay to the process.  ACTION: Clerk 
 

6.2 Antisocial Behaviour on The Green 

It was noted that complaints had been received from residents regarding a child repeatedly riding a quad bike on 
the Green.  This has been reported to Kent Police and the matter was discussed in the recent MBC Cluster meeting.  
The property involved has been identified and the local PC has been in contact.   As there are bylaws on the land, 
which strictly prohibit this type of activity, MBC has confirmed that the Police would be able to prosecute those 
involved.   

 
7. PLANNING MATTERS 
7.1 Any applications received before the meeting  
 There were no applications to discuss. 
7.2 Planning Applications Considered Since Last Meeting 
 The considered applications were noted. 
7.3 Planning Decisions - To be noted 
7.3.1 Applications Approved by MBC 
 The approved application was noted. 

Cllrs Wilson and Birchall updated all present on the meeting they had attended regarding the MBC Landscape 
Character Assessment.  The document is being revised and is used to support planning decisions; however, with 
the new Unitary authorities being formed in the near future, the document will then have to be revised again.  
Currently approximately 200 pages long, Officers are hoping to reduce it to 38. 
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Cllr Wilson also reported on the new planning legislation which comes into effect in October 2026, which will 
directly affect Parish Councils being able to refer planning applications to the Borough Council’s Planning 
Committee. 
The Clerk informed all present of an Enforcement Presentation which has been organised in Harrietsham (ME17 
1AP) on 30th September 2026 at 7.30pm.  Any residents interested in finding out about enforcement and how to 
report planning issues to the Borough Council are welcome to attend. 
It was also noted that the Joint Transportation Board has been disbanded by KCC, which was extremely 
disappointing, as it was a positive way for KCC, MBC and Parish Councils to discuss highway issues. 
 

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday 21st September 2026 at 7.30pm  
Cllrs Moy and Kirk-Brown gave apologies for the September meeting. 

The meeting was then adjourned at 8.04pm. 
 

9. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR 
Two applications had been received for the Parish Councillor vacancy; however, one candidate had not responded 
to any emails sent by the Clerk.  Mrs Taylor spoke with Councillors and, after discussion, it was proposed by Cllr 
Moy that Mrs Taylor be co-opted, seconded by Cllr Kirk-Brown; all in favour. Mrs Taylor was duly co-opted as a 
Parish Councillor and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
 
With no further matters to discuss, the meeting was closed at 8.14pm. 

 


